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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: ROLNICK, Michael A. et al. 

Title: Method for Splinting Rib Injuries 

Patent No.: US 6,971,995 B2 

Issue Date: December 6, 2005 

Examiner: Shumaya B. ALI 

Art Unit: 3743 



Honorable Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

ATTENTION: Certificate of Corrections Branch 



REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 254 and 37 C.F.R.§ 1 .322, this is a request for the issuance of 
a Certificate of Correction in the above-identified patent to correct mistakes made by the 
PTO. Two (2) copies of the PTO Form 1050 are attached. The complete Certificate of 
Correction involves one (1) page. 

The mistakes identified in the appended form are of a clerical or typographical nature, 
or of minor character, and resulted from mistakes on the part of the PTO or its contractors. In 
reviewing the issued patent, Patentee noted that the printed claims, which correspond to 
claims 1-13 filed July 5, 2005, do not, in fact, correspond to the allowed claims (claims 1-11 
filed January 26, 2004). This error, addressed in the attached Certificate of Correction, 
presumably arose from the PTO's failure to recognize that Patentee's amendments to the 
claims filed July 5, 2005 were denied entry by the Examiner. Specifically, as stated in the 
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Examiner's Interview Summary, mailed August 16, 2005, due to the issuance of a Quayle 
action closing prosecution on the merits, "no newly submitted claims or the amendments to 
the claims will be considered on the merit." This decision is confirmed in the Notice of 
Allowability, also mailed August 16, 2005, which expressly states that the allowed claims 
correspond to claims 1-11 filed on January 26, 2004. Accordingly, the claims amendments 
filed July 5, 2005 should have been denied entry. 

In the attached Certificate of Correction, Patentee requests that claim 1 be corrected to 
correspond to claim 1 as filed on January 26, 2004 and that claims 12 and 13 be deleted in 
their entirety. The additional corrections, at column 4, lines 41 and 43, and column 5, line 40, 
merely address typographical errors that presumably arose at the PTO printer. 

As the noted errors arose from mistakes on the part of the PTO or its contractors, no 
fee is required. However, if any additional fees are needed in connection with the filing of 
this request, authorization is hereby given to charge such fees due to Deposit Account No. 50- 



2101. 



Issuance of the Certificate of Correction containing the noted corrections is 
respectfully requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 




By 




Smith Patent Consulting, LLC 
P.O. Box 2726 
Alexandria, VA 22301 



Chalin A. Smith 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 41,569 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 31,496 



Telephone: (703) 549-7691 
Facsimile: (703) 549-7692 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

Page 1 of 1 

PATENT NO. : 6,971,995 '©2 f 

APPLICATION NO.: 10/764,794 

issue date : December 6, 2005 
inventor(S) : Michael A. ROLNICK et al. 

It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 



In the specification, 


column 


4, 


line 


In the specification, 


column 


4, 


line 


In the specification, 


column 


5, 


line 


In the specification, 


column 


6, 


line 



injury": 

- ; and d) adjusting periodically the tension of said at least one elastomeric strap to maintain sufficient tension 
to provide patient comfort -. 

In the specification, column 6, lines 35-40 (claims 12 and 13), please delete claims 12 and 13 in their entirety. 



MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER (Please do not use customer number below): 

SMITH PATENT CONSULTING 
P.O.Box 2726 

Alexandria, VA 22301-2726 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.322, 1.323, and 1.324. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1.0 hour to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wilt vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO this ADDRESS. SEND TO: Attention Certificate of Corrections Branch, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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APPLICATION NO 
ISSUE DATE 
INVENTOR(S) 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 

6,971,995 g>2 

10/764,794 
December 6, 2005 
Michael A. ROLNICK et al. 



Page. 



of 1 



It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 

In the specification, column 4, line 41 , please change n wit" to - with --. 
In the specification, column 4, line 43, please change "tat" to - that --. 
In the specification, column 5, line 40 (claim 1), please change "lest" to - least --. 

In the specification, column 6, line 9 (claim 1 at end), please insert the following phrase after the words "said 
injury": 

- ; and d) adjusting periodically the tension of said at least one elastomeric strap to maintain sufficient tension 
to provide patient comfort --. 

In the specification, column 6, lines 35-40 (claims 12 and 13), please delete claims 12 and 13 in their entirety. 



MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER (Please do not use customer number below): 

SMITH PATENT CONSULTING 
P.O.Box 2726 

Alexandria, VA 22301-2726 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.322, 1.323, and 1.324. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1.0 hour to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Attention Certificate of Corrections Branch, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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